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As a history/English double major interested in foreign
policy, international education, and Modern European history, receiving a certificate in German has complemented
my other academic interests and has led to numerous opportunities for study and travel.
The German Department was instrumental in helping
me obtain the Wilmers Summer Language Fellowship
during my sophomore year, which allowed me to study at
the Goethe Institute in Dresden. The fellowship boosted
my German language proficiency and allowed me to study
the lingering political, economic, and social impact of the
GDR on modern East Germany. By the end of my trip, I was
able to converse with East Germans about the problems
they faced after Reunification, such as transitioning to a
free market economy and accepting foreign immigrants
who were barred from entering the Ostblock for much of
the mid 20th century. The drastic social and economic
impact of Reunification still affects East Germans today.
The Wilmers Fellowship also gave me the confidence
to tackle a history thesis using German primary sources, a
task that I would not have been able to handle were it not
for the language skills I developed over my month-long
stay in Dresden and my years in the German Department.

I wrote my thesis on wartime education policy in the German-speaking Italian region of South Tyrol. I also traveled
to Innsbruck’s Institute of Contemporary History and Bolzano’s state archive last summer to collect sources. The
thesis process has been extremely rewarding and has
opened up the possibility of graduate study in the future.
I will also be returning to East Germany in September as
part of a Fulbright Scholarship I received with the help of Professor Druxes. While in Germany, I will be teaching English
and keeping my pulse on the political movements developing in East Germany during and after the September federal
elections. Receiving the Fulbright was a direct result of the
opportunities afforded to me by the German Department.
In all, studying German at Williams has been a very rewarding process. It has had a substantial impact on my
interests moving forward and has afforded me opportunities for academic growth

2

Erica aus America

Erica Lansberg ‘14
Hallo! Ich bin Erica aus Amerika! This is how I often
introduce myself in Germany, which usually leads to giggles. I have been living in Europe since I graduated from
Williams in 2014 with a degree in History and Arabic
Studies and a concentration in German. After graduating
without a clear path or plan, I was informed that I had
been taken off the waiting list for the Fulbright Austria
teaching assistant program, which meant that a new adventure would be starting across the ocean. I was sent to
an agricultural high school near Salzburg, where I ended
up staying for two school years (learning a lot about Austrian farming along the way). I spent my days in Salzburg
teaching conversation English to Austrian high schoolers, while also practicing my German (and trying to understand the complicated Austrian dialect) and gaining
cross-cultural experiences. In addition to cultural experiences such as attending a ball in Vienna or going to a
wine festival in the wine region of Northeast Austria, I
also experienced some of the stranger aspects of Austrian culture, such as the tradition with Krampus, a devil-like
monster figure who runs around with a whip/stick and
punishes the bad children around Christmastime. Some
of my experiences at the school were also interesting and
humorous, such as the school prom (which I found to be
more like a beer festival), and the horror of some of my
students who could not believe that I was vegetarian and
still alive (and had never tasted the apparently amazing
dish Schnitzel).
After finishing my term as a teaching assistant, I decided to stay in Europe due to my positive experiences and
especially because of my German boyfriend. He studies
in Munich, so I made the move across the border to the
more well-known (but very different) German-speaking
country, which meant that I had to find a job or study
in order to be granted a residence permit. I decided to
continue my studies, enrolling at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, one of the oldest and largest
universities in Germany. I am studying “American History,
Culture and Society,” which focuses on an interdisciplin-

ary examination of social and cultural history, literature,
and politics of the Americas (with a focus on the USA
and Canada). I chose this program, because I would be
able to study in English in an interdisciplinary and international classroom (with almost no tuition costs!). I was
also just awarded a DAAD Study Scholarship for my last
two semesters. In addition to studying, I work part-time
at the university’s language center as an English coach
for students enrolled in English courses. I live with Germans and other international students in a Studentenwohnheim, where I am able to practice my German and
experience student life.
My time in Europe has changed me profoundly, especially through the wonderful people I have met and the
diverse experiences I have had. Munich is an international city, and it is so easy to travel around the European
Union and meet people from all over, something that really is wonderful and should be treasured. I’ve enjoyed
the Gemütlichkeit of life here, reflected by the tradition
of sitting down with others and talking over food or
beers, or sitting in a park for hours. I have been to Oktoberfest, climbed huge mountains, swum in freezing rivers and creeks; in my daily life I bike around the city, eat
Brezen or have a Brotzeit multiple times a week, go for
walks despite the (sometimes seemingly never-ending)
snow or rain, and desperately try to learn Bayrisch, the
Bavarian dialect that my boyfriend and his family speak.
I am grateful that I had the opportunity to learn German
and study abroad for a semester in Regensburg during
my time at Williams, which led to my original spark of interest in staying in the region. Germany and Austria are
such rich and changing countries, with complex histories
and cultures. They are countries where I really feel well
and at ease. Let’s see what the next years bring. As the
Bavarians or Austrians would say, Schau ma mal.

➤

Erica biking near Salzburg
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Learning Life Skills in Freiburg

Phuong Vo ‘18
I’ve had the opportunity to study in Freiburg, Germany for the year. Freiburg itself is a very cool and small
city, very green and alternative. Here everyone ride bikes
to get around. I actually live in an area, called Vauban,
where it costs $17,000 a year for a parking space. So as
the saying goes, when in Rome do as the Romans do, I’ve
recently got a bike myself and have worked very hard to
navigate the German traffic system. I’m still figuring out
where all the bike paths are, but it is very fun to ride to
school instead of sitting in a Strassenbahn when it is so
sunny out (or when it will be sunny out).
I live in a student dorm that is set up like an apartment, called a WG, with four other German students.
Most of the time I spend my free time in this WG talking
with the people there, as it turns out that my flat mates
have also became my friends here. The German students here cook a lot, almost every day, which was such
a shock to me as I have never cooked before until I came
here. But that means that I get to eat delicious home
cooked German food everyday, and the only tradeoff is
that I do the dishes! Together with my flat mates I have
done a lot of Freiburg things, such as going to the flea
market together, fixing my bike tire that went flat four
times, spray painting the WG, and of course drinking a
lot of good German beer while discussing how terrible
capitalism is.
Since I have a lot more free time here than I do at Williams, I have been discovering things that I’m interested
in as well. I am playing Klezmer music with a German
student quartet group and participating in the student
government of my student dorms. This student government throws a legendary summer festival every year for
the city of Freiburg, and I’m looking forward to help set
up this festival as well as participate in it! And of course
everyday I am waiting for the rain to stop and the sun to
come out. But until then I will be sleeping, eating, washing dishes, and quatschen-ing (to talk rubbish, as the
Germans call it) a lot.
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Excited to Explore: Munich and Vienna

Stephanie Cedillo ‘18

Muenchen: More than just Lederhosen and
Dirndls!
I spent last summer in the wonderful city of Munich!
With the support from the Wilmers Summer Language
Study fellowship, I was able to study at the Goethe Institut
and I learned so much more than just the language. I had
a diverse class, filled with peers from the Czech Republic,
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, France, Spain, Italy, Dubai, Turkey,
Tibet, India, and Mexico. I was able to travel around different areas in Bavaria and I got the chance to see Schloss
Neuschwanstein. Upon arrival, I was surprised by the traditional, Bavarian dialect used by those in Munich. I found
myself unable to understand the conversations on the
U-bahn! However, four weeks later, I found myself leaving
Munich with a much higher level of German and the ability
to successfully eavesdrop while on the U-bahn. I look forward to a chance to go back and visit friends!

Wien: Continuing the Adventure in Austria!
I was abroad last fall in Vienna, Austria! I lived in the
fifth district in Vienna and I went to classes in the first district, within the Wiener Ringstaße. While in the city, I was
able to attend world-renowned performances at the Vienna State Opera (Wiener Staatsoper), Musikverein, Volksoper, Theater an der Wien, Burgtheater, Theater in der
Josefstadt, Volkstheater, and more. While abroad, I was
able to learn about the deep history of the city through
different art museums, excursions, castles, music museums and history museums. Aside from the arts, I was able
to experience the Vienna through the popular cafe scene.
My favorite cafes were Cafe Landtmann and Cafe Phil, the
former being more traditional. On weekends, I was able
to explore different markets, and the Christmas markets
were especially beautiful. During the Oktoberfest season,
Vienna has Wiener Wiesn-Fest and my apartment had a
memorable experiencing the tradition in Prater, an amusement park. Also, a Vienna must, was attendance at a ball.
Although the peak ball season is January and February, I
was able to attend one in November. Overall, my experience in Vienna was unforgettable and I also look forward
to visiting both the city and friends again.

Stephanie on far right

Stephanie on the left
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My Time in Berlin: Getting a Closer Look at the Flüchtlingskrise
Juliet Kelso ‘18
I’ve been incredibly lucky over the course of my time
at Williams to get to know Berlin well enough that it feels
like a second home. I came to Williams uncertain about
my major, but was immediately attracted by the interdisciplinary classes and welcoming atmosphere of the German department. I found new ways to engage with the
language after taking 101-102 my first year and I ended
up declaring German and Anthropology as my majors.
During the summer after my first year at Williams (2015), I
lived in Berlin with my mother, who was working there for
six months, and I took a three-week intensive language
course at GLS (the German Language School). The next
Winter Study, I returned for five weeks and took another
intensive language course as a 99, spending the last week
with a host family; this trip ignited my interest in language
immersion and in learning more about the social issues
that I had begun observing in Berlin. Last summer (2016),
I spent six more weeks in Berlin thanks to the International Public Service Project fellowship from the Fellowships Office. I volunteered at a number of organizations
that work with refugees, each with a different goal and
structure, including English and German language cafes,
art workshops, and my local donation-sorting and distrubution center in Kreuzberg. I also met with organizers and
lawyers, sat in on the “Integration Committee” meeting at
a city hall, getting a sense of the Flüchtlingskrise, as it’s
widely referred to, from a number of angles. Although I
haven’t studied abroad in Germany for a full semester (instead, I chose the IHP: Human Rights program, which took
me to Nepal, Jordan, and Chile), even these shorter visits
allowed me to interrogate the ways people working in the
context of the Flüchtlingskrise describe and represent refugees and their experiences. This question guided me to
return to Berlin for preliminary senior thesis research, specifically to look more closely at the use of art and art-making as it relates to the question of “integration.” This past
Winter Study (2017), I was able to return to Berlin via the
Gaudino Fellowship to volunteer at an art workshop that
is run at a Notunterkunft (emergency center) in the neighborhood Lichtenberg. Beyond the workshop, I looked for a
broad range of representations about refugees in the city,
attending exhibits of artwork both by and about refugees
at major museums, small galleries, and teach-ins. I spent
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that month living with a host family and was able to improve my German, as well as adopt a more critical, specific vocabulary surrounding issues of migration and social
change. This year, I received a DAAD University Summer
Course Grant, which will support my return to Berlin over
the summer. I will spend the first three weeks of July taking a language and literature course at Humboldt Universität, and then I will spend the last six weeks of the
summer continuing my thesis research at a second art
workshop, and more intensively documenting the role of
art in the German refugee crisis. I’m looking forward to another chance to improve my spoken and written German
and become more sensitive to language and representation in the city.
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Going Green in Berlin: My Life after Williams

Metin Turgut ‘16
Like many others, I also didn’t have a clear idea of
what I wanted to do or where I wanted to live after leaving Williams. As I was graduating I found out about the
International Parliamentary Scholarship, a program organized and funded by Bundestag, the German Parliament. It’s a semester-long internship at the parliament
in Berlin between March and July. Each participant is
placed in the offices of a Member of the Bundestag, or
an Abgeordneter. The application process was detailed
but not complicated, it also included a face-to-face interview in the German Embassy of your country with
an actual Abgeordneter, who travels out of Berlin just
to meet you. It seemed stressful at first but in the end
I felt that my Williams education had prepared me for
the process.
After having done an abroad-year in Berlin, I was already looking forward to coming back, but when I found
out that the scholarship includes a €500 stipend and free
housing in downtown Kreuzberg, where it’s nearly impossible to find an affordable room, I was actually thrilled. I
came here with no expectations other than enjoying the
city and learning as much as I possibly can, and I think
that was the right attitude for me. I have been to soccer
games, concerts, demonstrations, but also tons of other
things that I couldn’t have expected to be doing before.
Similarly in the office I also had quite diverse tasks, ranging from writing a report on the recent regulations on
gambling in Germany to summarizing an academic paper
on the ethics of genome editing and recently discovered
gene sequencing methods.
My Abgeordneter is from the Green Party, and is a
member of the Health Committee and the Committee for
Culture and Media, so my office is concerned with a wide
variety of issues. He is also the official speaker for drugs
and addiction policies of his party, meaning he is responsible with determining the position of the party concerning these issues. For the Greens, this has for long meant
advocating for a less-criminalizing drug policy, and he is
actively involved with the issue of decriminalization of
marijuana. I shadow him into the committees and also
other private meetings, so I get to see how the German
political system works behind doors.

8

Metin (on the right) at a demo to free Turkish journalist Deniz Yücel

One of my worries before coming here was my German level, whether that would be sufficient for an internship at the Parliament. Here I was very happy to
see how my Williams education was a great foundation
that prepared me for a program like this. I was also
surprised to see how nice the people here are, and
how they are so open to answering questions when
you don’t know something, but once you’re here and
immersed in the everyday life, you pick things up quite
fast. I am more than willing to answer questions for
those who might be interested in the program, or even
questions that are irrelevant to the program. I think it’s
a great opportunity for new graduates who don’t really
know what to do after Williams, but also for those who
do know, as you end up finding out a lot about yourself
in these 5 months in Berlin.

